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SUBJECT: Presidential Meeting On Vietnam - 6 May 1964 

The President 

Mr. McGeorge Bundy, Mr. Forrestal, Mr. Valenti 
Secretary Rusk, Mr. Wm. Bundy, Mr. S ulli van 
Secretary McNamara, General Taylor 
Mr. McCone, Mr. Colby 


1. The meeting was addressed to a review of the attached 
draft memorandum, as a framework for Secretary McNamara’s 
discussions with Ambassador Lodge and General Khanh during 
his forthcoming visit to Saigon. 

2. The President commented with respect to page six, first 
paragraph, that he did not think we should be so dogmatic in our 
assertions that various Khanh proposals were not appropriate. 

Rather he said that he was sending Secretary McNamara there to 
examine the problem, to determine General Khanh's reasoning 

and upon the basis of his findings we could determine our conclusions. 
The item will be revised to state these as points to be examined. 

3. Secretary Rusk invited the DCI to comment on Ambassador 
Lodge's conversation with General Khanh (SAIG EMB TEL- 210 8 } . 

The Director commented on the basis of Saigon 6203 (IN 76909) to 

the effect that General Khanh is not in any physical state of depression 
but that he has been overworked and is irritable with the mediocre 
officials around him. He then commented from Saigon 6207 (IN 76970) 
that Khanh' s principal points were that the present means and methods 
of fighting the war are not adequate and that he is seeking to determine 
whether the U. S. will support a totally new approach. However, the 
specific suggestions he made have not been seriously st aff ed out and 
the Director suggested that they were more examples than formal 
recommendations. Secretary McNamara commented that he felt 



< 

I 


his mission was to determine why K han h came out with these 
statements and whether he believes the current course of action 
can only produce a long agony. The President added that he would 
like to know where and why Khanh felt U. S. support to be less than 
needed. The President stated that the U. S. does not wish to expand 
the war into North Vietnam or China and that Secretary McNamara 
shoiid particularly concentrate on determining the basis for 
General Khanh's comments. If they stem from distress over his 
problems or the lack of support, it is one thing; if they stem from 
an ambition to attack North Vietnam, it is another. Secretary 
McNamara expressed his full agreement and recommended that we 
in no way assure Khanh of U. S. support of actions against North 
Vietnam (page three of the attached memo) until the U. S. Government 
itself has decided what it wishes to do. The DCI expressed his 
agreement with this. General Taylor commented that this should 
not disbar discussions of North Vietnam operations as he believed 
it important to obtain General Khanh's military judgment on various 
courses of action and the methods which would be necessary. His 
point was accepted. 


4. At various times during the meeting, there was a discussion 
of the exact wording of a press question and the President's answer 
with respect to agreement or lack thereof with the USSR as to 
overflights of Cuba. All agreed that there had been a tentative 
agreement with Khrushev for on-site inspections, which Castro 
refused to allow, but that there was no agreement, positive or 
negative, with respect to overflights. 


William E. Colby 
Chief, Far East Divisioj 
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